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What is new in JumpRope? 
At this point in the year, you will start to see a NEW category of 
assignments show up in your child’s JumpRope gradebook: 
Summative Assessments.  These are assessments teachers design to 
find out how well students understand a concept or how well they have 
mastered a skill.  We call these concepts and skills Essential Learning 
Targets or “ELTs”.  An example of an ELT from science is: “The 
student understands how energy flows through the terrestrial and 
aquatic ecosystems from producers to consumers to decomposers.”

Most of the scores that fill your child’s gradebook are Formative 
Assessments.  These are tasks that show us how well your child is 
doing with smaller bits of knowledge or foundational skills that build 
toward mastering a broader ELT.  We score these Formative 
Assessments to reflect how the student is doing on their way toward 
the bigger target.

(Continued on the back side of this page)

Key Assessment Terms 
We Use:  

Summative Assessment:  
An assessment designed to 
find out how well a student 
understands a concept or 
how well they have 
mastered a specific skill.  
Example: The student completes a 
diagram to demonstrate 
understanding of a concept on a 
test. 

Essential Learning Target: 

A specific concept or skill we 
want students to be able to 
understand or master. 
Example: “The student 
understands how energy flows 
through the terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems from producers to 
consumers to decomposers.” 

Formative Assessment:  
A task that shows us how 
well a student is doing with 
smaller bits of knowledge or 
foundational skills.   
Example: The student makes a T-
chart to compare two types of 
ecosystems.
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What do Summative Assessments 
measure? 
When we test students with a Summative Assessment, we create 
tasks that require students to show a certain level of understanding or 
skill that pulls all these smaller pieces together.  Teachers in this 
district have come together to agree on the level of questions, 
problems, and examples of student work that demonstrate that level of 
proficiency, and in many cases it is rigorous enough that we would not 
expect all students to reach it on their first attempt. 

Should I be concerned if my child has 
received a 2.5 early in the year? 
In short: no. Receiving a 2.5 in the fall is not a sign that anything is 
wrong.  It is a sign that the curriculum is sufficiently challenging and 
that the student is on the right track.  Check their Habits of Work 
grade if you want to gauge how studious they have been.  If you have a 
concern about a student’s scores, get in touch.  We have calibrated our 
assessments well enough to let you know what they know, what they 
don’t, and what they can do to improve.  We plan the curriculum 
knowing that we are going to return to a topic again later in the year 
with deeper instruction.  This is true of all subjects.

Why did my child’s score go down 
suddenly in JumpRope? 
Your student may understand the smaller building blocks just fine, and 
score 3’s on their Formative Assessments.  When it comes time to 
put it all together on a Summative Assessment, they stumble a bit 
their first time and receive a score lower than a 3.  This can be 
frustrating for students and parents (and let’s face it, the teachers) who 
thought the student was understanding the material based on the 
Formative Assessments.  As teachers, we give feedback to the 
students to show them where their misconceptions were on the 
Summative task, and we make a note to ourselves on what we need to 
cover and have the kids practice more when we return to the topic 
later in the year.

Why is this a good system for assessment? 
This is the best system we’ve come across for improving instruction 
and how we assess students, and the best system we’ve come across for 
accurately communicating progress and achievement to students and 
parents.  While we have not mastered it, we are constantly working to 
do it better, and we hope you will bring any concerns to us.

A quick review of 
Proficiency Based 
Grading 

In Proficiency Based Grading, we 
are measuring growth as well as 
mastery and knowledge.   

For Formative and Summative 
assessments, we use this scale: 

1 = Learning is not progressing at 
a rate to meet year-end target 

2 = Developing 

2.5 = Approaching 

3 = Meeting 

Summative Assessments include 
opportunities to achieve a 4, 
which shows deeper, more 
thorough understanding of ELT. 

A quick review of 
Habits of Work 

By separating a students’ 
knowledge of concepts and 
mastery of skills from their Habits 
of Work, we have a better sense 
of how to best support the child’s 
overall development. 

Habits of Work is measured 
using the following scale:  

1 = Needs Intervention 

2 = Partially Meets 

(2.5 = Sports Eligibility Threshold) 

3 = Meets 


